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owing to any deposit of salt left upon the surface of the
ground by the evaporation of water containing salt in.
solution which has covered it, but rather to the presence
of salt in the composition of the soil, which, owing to the
action of dew or some slight rainfall, has worked itself
up from below. This efflorescence is common in Sind,
Baluchistan, and Panjab, where it is found in places
covering the ground for many miles, but seldom exceed-
ing the thickness of a stout sheet of paper. The Darya-i-
Kamak, on the contrary, constitutes an extensive tract of
hollow ground covered with an incrustation of solid salt
several feet in thickness in most places, and in some
parts it might be said of almost unknown depth, which it
must have taken many centuries to form" (G-eo. Proc.,
1891, p. 647).

The mean altitude of the Kavirs above the sea
appears to be little over 500 or 600 feet, and some
authorities have even asserted that parts of the Great
Kavir are actually at a lower level than the Caspian.
But where it was skirted and- partly crossed by Lieu-
tenant Vaughan on his journey through Central Persia in
1889-90, the elevation is stated to be "between 1400
and 2400 feet." The general aspect of the great salt
swamp has been described in graphic language by this
traveller. " As we quitted the defile a sudden turn in
the road presented to our astonished gaze what at first
sight looked like a vast frozen sea, sketching away to
the right as far as the eye could reach in one vast
glistening expanse. A more careful examination proved
it to be nothing more than salt formed into one immense
sheet of dazzling brilliancy., while here and there upon
its surface pools of water,, showing up in the most
intense blue, were visible. A peculiar haze, perhaps
caused by evaporation, hangs over the whole scene, which,
though softening the features of the distant hills, does not